
Job – Resting on the Faith of a Man 
Job 32-37 

Elihu 

 

 

During these conversations back and forth, we find out there is someone who has been listening all along 

He is much younger than any of these guys and makes that know 

 

• Read 32:1-5 

 

Elihu = My God is He 

Buz & Uz right near each other – named after two brothers back in the days following Noah & the flood 

Commentators are totally split on this guy 

Range from a young & totally arrogant but is willing to speak up to these 3 men with some truth 

While others think he is just a derivative of the 3 

Important to note several things about Elihu: 

a) In the end, when God corrects the 3, never says a word about Elihu 

b) 5 chapters (more than 10%) of this book is dedicated to him 

c) You will notice that though he is young & a bit blunt, he speaks with sensitivity 

d) Claims to speak not from experience but from the breath of God 

 

Job has challenged God to either vindicate him or pass sentence 

His 3 friends try and tell him why it’s happening and speak boldly on God’s behalf, and are wrong 

And God is silent 

And in God’s silence He almost witnesses to them they are wrong, and let’s Job know He is not at our 

becken call 

 

Elihu first starts with almost a chapter and a half explaining why he could/should speak 

And in chapter 32 and the beginning of chapter 33, Elihu shares for reasons for his need to speak 

1. He is angry 

2. He is “inspired” by God - 32:6-10 

3. Impartial – vs. 21-22, no one had attacked him so he wasn’t responding for inappropriate reasons 

4. Compelled – vs. 16-20 

 

• Read 33:1-7 

What do you make of his perspective? What is he saying to Job and these 3 guys? 

 

And now, in chapter 33, he will introduce a completely different possible reason for his suffering 

And it all stems upon the Graciousness of God 

 

I God is gracious – chapter 33 

 

Elihu 1
st
 addresses Job’s issue that God mistreats him without reason 

 

• Read 33:8-11 

• Read 33:12a, then b 

What is his answer? 

“God is greater than man”. He is beyond us. You assume you know because of what you see, and you are 

wrong 

You missed the very thing God was doing in the suffering 

The 3 friends say you suffer BECAUSE you sinned 

What is Elihu’s premise? 



• Read 33:13-18 

Why does Elihu say he is suffering? 

He says it is not PUNITIVE, it is PREVENTIVE 

• 33:19-25 

 

Thru this section Elihu moves to Job’s second issue over God’s silence 

He says God speaks to us thru our PAIN and thru our DREAMS 

“God IS speaking to you Job, you just aren’t seeing it.” 

The suffering proves His presence, and beyond that, HIS GRACIOUSNESS 

 

C.S. Lewis – “We can rest contentedly in our sins and in our stupidities, and anyone who has watched 

gluttons shoveling down the most exquisite foods as if they did not know what they were eating, will admit 

that we can ignore even pleasure. But pain INSISTS upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 

pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pain. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

 

Listen to Job’s amazing progression as I read these verses throughout the time of this book: 

9:33“There is no umpire between us, Who may lay his hand upon us both. 

34“Let Him remove His rod from me, And let not dread of Him terrify me. 

 

16:19 Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, And my advocate is on high. 

 

19:25 As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand on the earth. 

26“Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God 

 

23:10 But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold 

 
God is moving Him, and now thru some of Elihu’s words even farther perhaps 

• 33:29-20 

 

II God is Just – chapters 34-35 

 

By the way, vs. 1-15 are in the plural “you” – he is speaking to all of them 

• 34:5-9 

Job in a sense does buy into the blessing theology – I have done nothing wrong therefore God should bless 

me 

When we go thru a probem, we do the same thing…WHAT’s WRONG? Why is this happening? 

Remember, what is Satan’s goal with Job? 

To curse God. And in order to do that he must make him feel he cannot trust God because HE is unfair 

Now you can see how close Job has come, but not by going over the line 

 

Elihu present 3 reasons why God is not unjust: 

• 34:10-12 

1. If God is unjust, He is not God 

• 34:16-20 (singular “you” now) 

2. If God is unjust you would see NO sign of justice on earth 

• 34:21-23 

3. If God is unjust, He would not know what is going on in the world…AND HE DOES 

 

• 35:1-3, 12-14 

 

III God is Sovereign – chapters 36-37 



 

36:5-25 Great in His mercy 

36:26-37:13 Mighty in Nature 

 

Final Appeal – IF YOU CAN’T EXPLAIN GOD, THEN YOU ARE NOT QUALIFIED TO JUDGE HIM 

IN COURT 

 

• 37:14-24 

 

1. Elihu was right about God’s justice and His grace 

2. And he was right about God’s sovereignty 

3. Unfortunately, he was wrong in assuming Job was not innocent 

Again, because he ISN”T AWARE of chapters 1-2 
 


